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Commemorative  church  histories  come  in  many  forms  but  Dr  Ian 
Balfour’s  bicentenary  history  of  Charlotte  Chapel  is  unique.  Do  not  be 
daunted  by  its  length  as  the  list  of  contents  and  comprehensive  index 
makes  navigation  through  the  fifty-eight  chapters  easy.  While  the  text 
narrates  the  Chapel’s  history  thoroughly,  for  the  more  academic  reader 
the  accompanying  CD  provides  additional  information  and  detailed 
references  regarding  sources.  The  topics  covered  thus  are  listed  at  the 
end  of  each  chapter. 

As  a life-time  member  of  Charlotte  Chapel,  serving  as  an  elder 
(now  honorary)  from  1965  and  as  church  secretary  from  1980  to  2000, 
Dr  Balfour  writes  with  an  insider’s  knowledge  of  his  subject.  His 
meticulously  researched  account  takes  us  on  a journey  of  two  hundred 
years  of  witness  in  one  congregation,  with  an  introductory  chapter 
devoted  to  “Baptist  pioneers  in  Edinburgh”  between  the  Cromwellian 
period  and  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Dr  Balfour  covers  various 
themes,  the  different  strands  of  Scottish  Baptist  life,  the  impact  of  the 
various  pastorates  and  times  of  vacancy,  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
congregation,  including  its  many  organisations  from  children’s  work  to 
a home  for  the  elderly,  mission  at  home  and  overseas  where  members 
have  served.  Throughout,  he  sets  the  stoiy  in  the  context  of  the  physical 
growth  ot  the  city  and  its  social  and  intellectual  life.  In  the  closing 
chapter,  the  story  is  brought  right  up  to  date,  ending  with  the  challenges 
which  face  the  church  today  (pp.  487-8). 

Central  to  the  history  is  the  section  from  which  the  book  derives  its 
title.  C hapters  13  to  15  describe  the  pivotal  ministry  of  Joseph  Kemp 
and  the  influence  ol  the  1904—5  Welsh  revival  (which  Kemp  visited)  on 
the  life  of  Charlotte  Chapel.  In  these  twelve  months,  the  church 
received  more  than  200  new  members,  over  140  of  whom  came  through 
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baptism  (p.  102).  These  would  be  new  converts.  One  picture  of  the 
revival  stays  in  this  reader’s  imagination.  Joseph  Kemp  and  the  elders 
“in  their  frock  coats  and  silk  tile  hats”  led  the  congregation,  of  about 
500  strong,  in  a march  of  witness  along  Princes  Street  to  the  Mound, 
singing  gospel  hymns  and  choruses  as  they  went  (pp.  101-2).  These 
douce  Edinburgh  professional  and  business  men  must  have  made  an 
impressive  sight  in  what  was  a new  venture  for  them. 

While  the  work  of  the  successive  pastors  throughout  the  church’s 
history  is  described,  lay  ministries  are  given  equal  prominence.  The 
contributions  of  these  men  and  women  to  its  spiritual  life  are  faithfully 
recorded  so  that  we  have  a balanced  account  of  a family  working  together 
in  evangelism  and  pastoral  care,  coping  with  the  problems  of  an  ever 
changing  world,  in  the  words  of  the  Chapel  motto  “Conspicuous  for 
Christ”. 

No  book  of  this  kind  can  be  complete  without  illustrations,  which  add 
to  the  appeal  of  this  work.  These  are  plentiful  throughout,  both  coloured 
and  monochrome,  with  sketches  from  the  pre-photographic  period.  We 
have  advertisements  for  special  services,  extracts  from  magazines  and 
letters,  hymn  sheets,  and  photographs  of  people  and  places,  which  bring 
the  story  to  life.  There  is  even  a thank-you  card  to  Graham  Scroggie,  the 
minister  at  the  time,  from  the  author’s  mother  acknowledging  his 
congratulations  on  her  baby’s  birth  (p.  219).  So  the  historian  finds  his 
illustrations. 

Revival  in  Rose  Street  is  a beautifully  produced  book,  which  provides 
a fitting  record  of  Charlotte  Chapel’s  history  and  is  an  invaluable  source 
for  future  historians.  At  a subsidised  price  of  £10  it  is  accessible  to  all. 
Those  who  made  this  possible  deserve  our  thanks.  We  are  grateful,  too, 
to  Dr  Balfour  for  his  tribute  to  Charlotte  Chapel  and  its  members,  his 
church  family,  which  still  has  a significant  place  in  Scottish  Baptist 
history. 
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